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     What is it about Errol Flynn that women 
continue to find so attractive? True, he is the 
only man to ever make leotards seem the 
height of viral masculinity. An adventuresome 
rake, whose eclectic background included 
stints in professional athletics, government 
service and panning for gold, his restless 
wandering could not be tamed by any 
singular pursuit.  
 
     Eventually, Flynn found employ for his 
dashing good looks as a matinee idol. But 
the romantic swath he cut on celluloid paled 
by comparison to his scandalous penchant for 
playful after hours’ debauchery. To those 
who knew him best, Errol Flynn was as 
inwardly conflicted as he was outwardly 
misunderstood; an elegant troubled man 
who, in Flynn’s own words, “had an insatiable 
desire to run through the world and not be hemmed by anybody.”   
 
     He was twenty-six when relative obscurity gave way to superstardom; unable to claim youthful 
ignorance in his indiscretions, yet insufficiently matured to accept adult responsibility for them. His enigma 
as a rapscallion was well entrenched by the time rumors of Nazism and a sexual preference for 

underage girls became part of his swarthy tableau. Yet, neither 
a criminal charge of rape in 1942 nor his growing addiction to 
recreational morphine seemed to tarnish Flynn’s reputation as 
the dashing all-American ladies man.  
 
     However, his persona as a wanton reveler and astute 
womanizer seems to have been, at least in part and in 
retrospect, slightly exaggerated. Flynn was a family man in 
rogue’s garb and painfully self-destructive beneath his 
accomplished façade. Always too, there was some great sense 
of boredom about him – the notion that one lifetime could not 
contain all the living he would have desired for himself.   
 
     “The search for sensations has played a great part in my life,” 
Flynn explained in later years, “but there have been other 
quests.” Yet those ‘others’ have been eclipsed by that animal 
magnetism emanating off the silver screen. If Errol Flynn always  



 
rreettuurrnneedd  ttoo  tthhee  ffaaiitthhffuull  ppuurree  hheeaarrtt,,  
oofftteenn  ccaasstt  aass  OOlliivviiaa  ddee  HHaavviillllaanndd  iinn  
hhiiss  ffiillmmss,,  tthheenn  bbeeyyoonndd  tthhee  ffoooottlliigghhttss  
hhee  wwaass  uunnwwiilllliinngg  oorr,,  aatt  tthhee  vveerryy  lleeaasstt,,  
uunnaabbllee  ttoo  mmaaiinnttaaiinn  ffiiddeelliittyy  iinn  aannyy  ooff  
hhiiss  rreellaattiioonnsshhiippss..    
  
          EEvveenn  ttooddaayy,,  tthhee  mmoonniikkeerr  ““iinn  lliikkee  
FFllyynnnn””  hhaauunnttss  hhiiss  rreeppuuttaattiioonn  wwiitthh  ttaallll  
ttaalleess  ooff  sseexxuuaall  vvoorraacciittyy..  TThhee  ssllaanntt  ooff  
EErrrrooll  FFllyynnnn’’ss  iiccoonnooggrraapphhyy  ttoowwaarrddss  aa  
bbeeaauuttiiffuull  aanndd  hheerrooiicc  ppaarraaggoonn  ooff  
mmaannhhoooodd  llaarrggeellyy  eexxiissttss  ttooddaayy  tthhaannkkss  
ttoo  hhiiss  mmoovviieess;;  aanndd  tthheerreeiinn  llaayyss  tthhee  
ggrreeaatt  mmyysstteerryy  ooff  EErrrrooll  FFllyynnnn..  WWaass  hhee  
vvuullnneerraabbllee  oorr  iinnssiinncceerree;;  ggeennuuiinnee  oorr  
jjuusstt  aa  ggrreeaatt  bbiigg  tteeaassee  aaddddiinngg  nneeww  
eeddiittiioonnss  ttoo  hhiiss  eevveerr--eexxppaannddiinngg  
bboouuddooiirr??      
      
          PPeerrhhaappss,,  iinn  tthhee  ffiinnaall  aannaallyyssiiss  iitt  iiss  
ttrruuee  wwhhaatt  tthheeyy  ssaayy  aabboouutt  tthhee  
pprroovveerrbbiiaall  nniiccee  gguuyy  ffiinniisshhiinngg  llaasstt..  
FFllyynnnn’’ss  bbaadd  bbooyy  iimmaaggee  iinn  pprriivvaattee  lliiffee  
bbeeccaammee  tthhee  ppeerrffeecctt  
ccoouunntteerrbbaallaannccee  ttoo  hhiiss  oonn--
ssccrreeeenn  nnoobblleemmaann..  TTrraaggiiccaallllyy,,  
aannyy  rroommaannttiicc  ttrraappppiinnggss  
eenntteerrttaaiinneedd  bbyy  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  
ddeessiirreedd  ttoo  kknnooww  
EErrrrooll  FFllyynnnn  bbeetttteerr  
iinn  rreeaall  lliiffee  pprroovveedd  
aallll  ttoooo  iinncciiddeennttaall  
oonnccee  tthhee  ssppoottlliigghhtt  
hhaadd  bbeeeenn  ttuurrnneedd  
ooffff..      

 


