Helptul Helen

In which 1t is attested that elasticity, plus willing-
ness, plus George Beban, can carry one to glory
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By Kenneth McGaftey
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S a scenario writer, Helen Jerome Eddy proved she _
is a clever actress. She hadn’t thought about
being an actress at all. She had pinned her hopes
of immortality firmly upon the plan of writing

scenarios, from the time she saw her first moving picture. o
But that just goes to show the kind of girl Helpful Helen
is. She’s elastic. Not like the Keystone ladies, after the
manner of their kind, but speaking mentally. She’s the
kind of girl, for example, who, desiring a diamond sun-
burst for a birthday present and receiving only a pearl
necklace, wouldn’t ever be sniffy about it and hand back
the pearls. Not Helen. Like the busy little bee, she flits
from photoplay to photoplay, gathering what honors there
be and finding many where others would scorn to look.

Which is why she has become acknowledged as the clever-
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est young character playeress in the Morosco branch
of the Paramount family.

When Helen was four years old, her parents lived
in New York and evidently received a booklet from
the Chamber of Commerce, or a souvenir postcard
from Los Angeles, for they promptly packed up and
moved to the “land of the orange, the citron and
vine,” and httle Miss Helen was sent to school. She
went to see moving pictures and decided that her
place in life was as a writer of scenarios. She
promptly took her little pen in her little hand
and set about to be a big noise in the prepara-
tion of the silent drama—but, as fast as she
would send scenarios to the different studios
around Los Angeles, so fast would these
scenarios come back. Finally, being in
San Diego, she decided to beard the

Helpful Helen Jerome Ed- _—
dy is versatile except as to s in S G
whiskers. And she'd wear 8 B R S
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lion in its very den, and with a scenario clasped firmly in
her right hand, and with eighteen years of confidence
behind her, Miss Helen called upon Captain Melville, head
of the Lubin studios.

The Captain regretted that he could not use the scenario,
but asked the writer if she wouldn’t like to be an actress.
This had never occurred to Miss Eddy, but she said that
she would. So she was cast to play the twig in a produc-
tion entitled, “As the Twig is Bent.”

Miss Eddy liked herself so well as an ingenue that she
stayed at the Lubin plant for nearly six months and then

........

returned to Los Angeles. She showed up at the Morosco
studios one day when a girl of her type happened to be
needed and before many weeks Helpful Helen was a regu-
lar member of the stock company. She made her first
appearance with Dustin Farnum in “The Gentleman from
Indiana.”

About this time George Beban came out to the Morosco
studio to produce ‘“Pasquale,” one of his clever Italian
characterizations. It was suggested that Miss Eddy play
the ro'e of his leading woman. Mr. Beban promptly threw
up his hands in holy horror, saying it would be impossible.
Did Helpful Helen grieve and sigh? Not Helen. She went
to her dressing room and when she returned as an Italian
oirl, Mr. Beban greeted her with shouts of approval. Since
then, Miss Eddy has frequently been a Wop.

Helen’s tresses were black and long, hanging nearly to
her waist, and could not be dressed in the true Italian
manner. Did Helpful Helen hesitate? Not she. Art
called and she obeyed. Without the knowledge of her
parents, and with the assistance of a barber, she bobbed
her hair in the interest of the photodrama and she has not
been so popular around home ever since.

She appeared with George Beban in “His Sweetheart,”
“The Marcellini Millions,” and “The Cook of Canyon
Camp’—always as an Italian. In “The Wax Model,”
however, she had an opportunity to wash the brown paint

They call Helen a pinch
hitter and a hit in the tight-
esc pinch. And she has
glorified the Wop woman.
Here she is verbatim from
some Beban productions.

off her face, and appeared as a young American girl in love

with an artist. She also had an opportunity to be a regu-
lar society girl in “As Men Love,” but this was only when
Beban was not using her in a picture, for now he swears
by Helen and will have no other.

Miss Eddy is not yet well enough acquainted with the
stage to be superstitious, consequently when everyone In
the company, including Mr. Beban, refused to break a
mirror in “The Cook of Canyon Camp,” it was Helpful
Helen who stepped forward and shattered it, thereby pre-
cipitating upon herself seven years of bad luck. She 1s
still waiting for the bad Juck to set in.

When George Beban was getting ready to do “One
More American” Miss Eddy was tied up in another picture

(Continued on page rog)
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“ Annexing Bill”

(Continued )

informed him that she was a beggar to be
had for the taking.

“Isn’t it glorious?” she urged. “I
haven’t a cent in the world!”

Billy looked up at her with lack-lustre
eyes. ‘‘Neither have I. George put every
cent I had into Amalgamated Granite. 1
can’'t ask you to marry me—now."

Enid drew back. There was a period
of silence, then slowly the dismay leit
her face and her eyes blazed with deter-
mination. She spoke determinedly.

“See here, Mr. Willlam Dow, Adam
and Eve didn’t have any money and

they raised quite a large family. You're |

going to marry me now.”

The bell rang. A servant announced,
“The Reverend Willilam Denton.”

Enid gave an exclamation.
clapped her hands. “In the nick of time!
We’ll have the ceremony performed right

away.”
Then came a voice from the hall, “Is

Mr. Dow in?”

“That’s George,” said Enid and Maude
In one voice, as a woebegone figure en-
tered the room.

“Have you heard the sad news?” it ex-
claimed tragically.

Maude went up to her husband and
patted him on the shoulder. “lIt’s all
richt, old dear. You did just what Enid
wanted you to. But why did you specu-
late with Billy’s money?”

“TI didn’t,” said George. “I didn’t have
time to cash his check.” Slowly he pulled
a soiled slip of paper from his pocket.

Billy jumped to his feet. “I've still
got my twenty thousand!” he exclaimed.

“Here 1t 1s.” George handed him the
check.

“You angel!” exclaimed Maude.

And 1mmediately it seemed to the
shocked and bewildered Reverend Den-
ton that his friends had taken leave of
their senses; such rapturous and appar-
ently promiscuous demonstrations of af-
fection he had never seen. But presently
they made him understand.

“ Helptul Helen”

(Continued from page 66)

and George thought he could get along
without Helpful Helen just this once, so
another ingenue was engaged for the part.
Beban and Director William deMille
labored with her for several days and
wasted miles of film. Finally the emer-
gency call was sent out, and Helen was
hauled away and hurled into the cast of
“One More American.”

Then, there’s another item that proves
Helens helpfulness. When funds in the
treasury of the Hollywood Studio Club
were low, Helpful Helen did a major part
of the two-night presentation of John
Masefield’s “Tragedy of Nan.” Besides
playing a leading role, Helen helped
greatly in the executive affairs of it.

Miss Eddy is as versatile a character
person as the wonderful Theodore Rob-
erts—except that she can’t grow whiskers.
But whenever a pinch hitter is needed in
character work,

Helpful Helen.

Maude |

the call 1s sent out for |
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A Message to the Woman Who
Would Add to Her Personal Charms

ROM the Orient has come some wonderful beauty
secrets, which American women maynow share. The
littleladiesof Japan have always been noted for their
lovely complexions, and from them have come the won-
‘Princess Tokio”’ treatments for the beautifying
of the skin.
which come to us from noted moving picture stars,
women prominent in socilety, the season’'s debutantes and
others—all of whom are proving for themselves that the
“Secret of Eternal Youth” is now theirs for the asking.
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The Bloom of Youth

It isnow possible,without trouble
or discomfort, to be rid of the
tell-tale signswhich a faulty skin
reveals. The “Princess Tokio”’
treatmentscall for nomassage, no
“plasters,”” no "“‘masks,”” no *‘rol-
lers,” no exercise—nothing about
them but what vyou can easily uge
in the privacy of vour chamber.
Just a few minutes attention each
nightforawhileand then— A Won-
derful Transformation! You will
experience the jovs of that
greatly to-be-desired possession—

A Skin Like Velvet

The testimonials of the charming
movie stars which are given
here, are suﬂu-wnt. proof that the
“Princess Tokio” preparationsdo
all that we claim for them. Every
maid and matron in America
should read the Princess Tokio
Beauty Book and follow its in-
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flush of youth, which these
preparations insuare,

Binding Guarantee

We do not ask anyone to take our
statements on faith. We back
them up with the only guarantee
that really guarantees, viz.. entire
satisfaction —your satisfaction—
or vour money back., All we ask

i1s a fair trial. Pimples, 1ough
skin, wrinkles, age lines, and
other facial blemishes, which

come stealthily will be quickly
banished. We promise it and
back up that promise, as shown
above, with a strong guarantee.

FRE PRINCESS TOKIO

BEAUTY BOOK

Downbelow is a coupon, (use it if conveni-
ent) for our free book of beauty secrets,
It will tell you how you can have a com-
plexion that will rival those of the dainty
maids of Japan. Address as follows :

Marke ;w_}

PRINCESS TOKIO CO.
o) 159 N. State St., Suite 632, Chicago

Please send me free and without any obligation

on my part, Princess Tokio Beauty Book in plain
sealed envelﬂpt
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Who W|ll erte the

SONG HnTHEWAR? A

.. With this country entering its second year in the
‘World War” 1t. is doubtful if the song which will be
known as the ‘““Hit of the W ar,”” has as vet made 1ts
ﬂDDE’II'IHCE While it is true th"lt such War Songs as
““Over There” and “‘Liberty Bell’’ have muio some im-
pression, have Our Boys adopted another ““It’s A Long
Way To Tlrm?mw” which has been the great favorite
with the ‘““Enclish Tommies’’? Inasmuch as several
(‘nmmmders of our training eantonments have requested
boys in the service to write such a sonz, it appears to
be still wantine.

Have you an idea which you think might be used as
the subject for a Patriotic or War Song? If so, you
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may secure some valuable information and assistance by |

writing for a Free Copy of our new hooklet

“SONG WRITERS’ MANUAL AND GUIDE.” Wbe

revise song-poems, compose and arrange music, seeure

copyright and facilitate free publication or nutu"ht sale,
Pnems submitted examired FREE.

KNICKERBOCKER STUDIOS 86Gaiety Bldg., N. Y. C.

entitled

¢ MUSIC

—
TAUGHT

In Your Home FREE

By the Oldest and Most Reliable School of PAusic
in America — Established 1895

Piano, Organ, Violin, Mandolin, Guitar, Banjo, Etc.

_
i‘n 7 ¥ | = L =

Yoo can meod 'mu.nm Le 'lhu qm.chb

Beginners or advanced players. One lesson weekly. 11lus-
trations make everything plain. Only expense about 2c¢
per day to cover cost of postage and music used. Write
for Free booklet which explains everything in full.

| American School of Music, 68 Lakeside Bldg., Chicago

DELATONE

EAUTY specialists recommend
DFL-A TONE for quick, safe
and sure removal of hair from
arms, neck or face. At druggists;
or mailed to vour addressfor $1.00,

SHEFFIELD PHARMACAL CO.
339 S. Wabash Ave. Chicago, lll,
Dept. GA

When you write to advertisers please mention PHOTOPLAY MAGAZINE.
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