
 

OOOUUUTTT   OOOFFF   AAARRRAAABBBIIIAAA  

CCoolluummbbiiaa  bbrriinnggss  ffoorrtthh  aa  hheerrooiicc  mmiirraaggee  ffrroomm  tthhee  ddeesseerrtt  ssaannddss  oonn  DDVVDD  
 

ybby  NNiicckk  ZZeeggaarraacc  
 
DDiirreeccttoorr,,  DDaavviidd  LLeeaann’’ss  mmoosstt  cceelleebbrraatteedd  ffiillmm  LLaawwrreennccee  ooff  AArraabbiiaa  ((11996622))  iiss  aann  eenniiggmmaa..  FFoorr  wwiitthhoouutt  
tthhee  eennoorrmmoouuss  ccoonnccaavvee  eexxppaannsseess  ooff  PPaannaavviissiioonn  bbeeiinngg  pprroojjeecctteedd  iinnssiiddee  aa  ddaarrkkeenneedd  tthheeaatteerr,,  tthhee  ffiillmm’’ss  
iilllluussoorryy  aauurraa  iiss  aass  fflleeeettiinngg  aass  aa  mmiirraaggee..  TThhee  cchhaarraacctteerrss  aarree  ssttaarrkkllyy  wwrroouugghhtt  sstteerreeoottyyppeess  lloooosseellyy  bbaasseedd  oonn  
hhiissttoorryy;;  tthhee  ppaassssiioonnaattee  ppeeaassaanntt  wwiitthh  aa  lleeaarrnneedd  mmiinndd,,  SShheerriiff  AAllii  ((OOmmaarr  SShhaarriiff));;  tthhee  lluussttffuull  sshheeiikk w wiitthh a a  
ddaarrkkeerr  ppuurrppoossee,,  AAuuddaa  ((AAnntthhoonnyy  QQuuiinnnn))  aanndd  tthhee  eemmaassccuullaatteedd  iinntteelllleeccttuuaall,,  PPrriinnccee  FFeeiisseell  ((AAlleecc  

uGGuiinnnneessss))  wwhhoo  iiss  sshhaammeedd  bbyy  aa  ppeeooppllee  uunnwwiilllliinngg  ttoo  sseeee  bbeeyyoonndd  tthhee  iimmmmeeddiiaaccyy  ooff  ttoommoorrrrooww..    
  
PPeetteerr  OO’’TToooollee  aass  TT..EE..  LLaawwrreennccee  wwaass  iinnssppiirreedd  ccaassttiinngg;;  ffoorr  tthheerree  iiss  ssoommeetthhiinngg  tthhaatt  ggooeess  bbeeyyoonndd  iinnttoo  tthhee  
rreeaallmm  ooff  tthhee  hhaauunntteedd  iinn  tthhee  ppaarraalllleell  pphhyyssiiccaall  sshhaappee  aanndd  ccoolloorriinngg  ooff  tthheessee  ttwwoo  mmeenn..  BBuutt  tthhee  rreeaall  ssttaarr  ooff  
tthhiiss  ffoouurr  hhoouurr  eeppiicc  iiss  tthhee  ddeesseerrtt..  LLeeaann  hhoollddss  hhiiss  lloonngg  sshhoottss  oonn  tthhee  ssccrreeeenn  uunnttiill  tthhee  sswweeeepp  aanndd  ggrraannddeeuurr  
ooff  tthhoossee  mmaaggnniiffiicceenntt  ssaanndd  ccaappss  aanndd  oouuttccrrooppppiinnggss  ooff  ccrraaggggyy  rroocckk  wwoorrkk  tthheeiirr  hhyyppnnoottiicc  mmaaggiicc  oonn  aann  
aauuddiieennccee  lluulllleedd  iinnttoo  sswweeeett  ppaarraallyyssiiss..  WWee  eemmeerrggee  ffrroomm  tthhee  eexxppeerriieennccee  ooff  ‘‘LLaawwrreennccee’’,,  ppaarrcchheedd  ffoorr  
ddeeeeppeerr  mmeeaanniinngg  aass  ttoo  tthhee  lloossss  ooff  tthhiiss  lleeggeennddaarryy,,  nneeaarr  mmyytthhoollooggiiccaall  ccrreeaattuurree;;  aann  iimmmmoorrttaall  oonn  ssccrreeeenn  
ttrraaggiiccaallllyy t toooo h huummaann t too s suurrvviivvee e evveenn a a c coommmmoonn w wrreecckk..  
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d that the Arab revolt will have a chance against the 
urks if they conspire to take the city of Acrabah away from them by launching a land assault - 
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uayle) and Gen. Allenby (Jack Hawkins).  
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factions of 
e army criticize one another and pillage each other’s dreams for a united Arab front, thereby 

llowing the British their porthole of opportunity to step in and retake control of the city and the 

 
 

TT:: The story is basically told as one giant flashback 
following Lawrence’s accidental death on a motorcycle. T.E. 
Lawrence (O’Toole) is dissatisfied with his present map-makin
post in Cairo. A scholar and a poet, he yearns for deeper 
purpose. That purpose is provided to him when foreign affair
minister, Mr. Dryden (Claude Rains) suggests that Lawrence be 

allowed to ‘inspect’ the Arab revolt being led against the Turks across the desert sands by Prince 
Feisel (Alec Guinness). However, upon meeting the prince and his darker confident, Sherif Ali ibn el 
Kharish (Omar Sharif), Lawrence is convince
T
something that has never been attempted b ore. The mission accomplished, Lawrence surprises even 
his superiors, Colonel Brighton (Anthony Q
 
However, the British have no intention of 
surrendering their dessert provinces to the
Arab revolt. They permit Lawrence to 
conquer the Turks in swells of well
perfectly orchestrated attacks. However, 
about midway through these campaigns 
glory gets the better of Lawrence. 
Believing himself invincible Lawrence i
caught by the Turks and raped under the 
command of the Bey (Jose Ferrer). Scarred
from the experience, Lawrence delves into 
the deeper side of his psyche – waging a 
slaughter on the retreating Turk forces. By 
the time he and the Arab armies arrive in Cairo their revolt has turned inward. The varying 
th
a
desert. Lawrence is relieved of his command and sent home to England to recuperate.  
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actic blowing up of a Turkish train and the assassination of 
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ad been butchered to the more manageable 180 
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oyed in the intervening years. Lean, Harris and Columbia decided to 
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estore it to its original brilliance.  

• A contractual obligation forced Lean to credit Sir Adrian Boult with conducting 
Maurice Jarre’s film score. In fact, Jarre himself was the conductor on the film – 
a credit restored to him with the release of the soundtrack album. 

 
 
 

  
The real T.E. Lawrence wrote several books about his experiences in
including The Seven Pillars of Wisdom – considered a seminal work in its d
David Lean had wanted Albert Finney as his Lawrence. Producer Sam Spiegel 
was responsible for urging Lean to consider Peter O’Toole instead. 
Omar Sharif was virtually unknown in America when Lean cast him as Ali. 
Egyptian born Sharif had been a modestly successful actor in his own countr
but only on television. He had no film
name is Michael Shalhoub. When asked his name by Lean, and thereafter told 
that it was Omar Sharif, the inquisitive director declared, “Nobody is named 
Omar Sharif. I’ll just call you Fred.”  
Lean considered Alec Guinness his good luck charm after ‘The Bridge on the 
River Kwai.’  He cast the actor in virtually all bu
Prince Feisel, Guinness give one of the most subtly credible performances in 
the film, rich and full of nuances that are d
but lending an air of authenticity nonetheles

• Anthony Quinn, who plays Auda Abu Tayi wore a prosthetic nose more angular 
and pronounced than his own in the film. 
The film has no speaking roles for women. 

• Although most of the film was shot in the actual deserts that Lawrence himself 
had visited, the clim
its passengers was photographed in Spain.  
The heat was so intense on location that the film had to be stored in coolers t
keep from melting.  
Shortly after its triumphant premiere, Columbia began toying with its leng
cutting ‘Lawrence’ down to accommodate more daily showings. By 1969 the 
film’s original 225 minutes h
minutes, then 165. Most of the excised footage was either thrown out or 
improperly stored inside Columbia’s vaults and the film in its entirely remained 
unseen for nearly 30 years. 
In 1989 film restorer Robert A. Harris, together with David Lean, conducted an 
exhaustive search for the excised material. Though they managed to find all of 
the lost footage – certain portions of the soundtrack were discovered to have 
been destr
go back to the well – enlisting surviving cast members, including Peter O’T
to re-dub their lines. Actor Charles Gray was called in to dub for the late Jack 
Hawkins. 
It took David Lean nearly 18 months to shoot Lawrence. It took Harris and 
Columbia roughly the same amount of time to r

• Jackson Bentley, the reporter who makes Lawrence famous in the film is 
actually based on journalist Lowell Thomas who first brought Lawrence’s 
exploits in the desert to the public’s attention. 



 

LLAAWWRREENNCCEE  OONN  DDVVDD  
CCoolluummbbiiaa  TTrrii--SSttaarr  hhaass  rreelleeaasseedd  LLaawwrreennccee  ooff  AArraabbiiaa  nnoo  ffeewweerr  tthhaann  tthhrreeee  ttiimmeess  oonn  DDVVDD::  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  ttiimmee  
iinn  aa  ddeelluuxxee  22  ddiisscc  SSppeecciiaall  EEddiittiioonn,,  tthhee  sseeccoonndd  ––  aa  bbaarreebboonneess  mmoovviiee  oonnllyy  rreelleeaassee;;  tthhee  tthhiirrdd,,  aa  22  ddiisscc  
SSuuppeerrbbiitt  EEddiittiioonn..  BBeeffoorree  ccoonnttiinnuuiinngg  iitt  bbeehhoooovveess  tthhiiss  rreevviieewweerr  ttoo  iilllluussttrraattee  tthhaatt  nnoonnee  ooff  tthheessee  eeddiittiioonnss  
ssaattiissffaaccttoorriillyy  rreepprreesseennttss  LLaawwrreennccee  ffoorr  tthhee  hhoommee  vviieewwiinngg  eexxppeerriieennccee..  TThhee  ffiirrsstt  ttwwoo  eeddiittiioonnss  hhaavvee  
bbaassiiccaallllyy  bbeeeenn  ssttrruucckk  ffrroomm  tthhee  ssaammee  pprriinntt  eelleemmeennttss  ––  sslliigghhttllyy  lleessss  ssaattuurraatteedd  aanndd  ccoonnttrraasstteedd  tthhaann  tthheeyy  
sshhoouulldd  bbee,,  aanndd  wwiitthh  aa  bbaarrrraaggee  ooff  ddiiggiittaall  aannoommaalliieess  ((mmoossttllyy  eeddggee  eennhhaanncceemmeenntt  aanndd  sshhiimmmmeerriinngg  ooff  ffiinnee  
ddeettaaiillss))  tthhaatt  mmaakkeess  ffoorr  aa  ffaaiirrllyy  ddiissmmaall  vviieewwiinngg  eexxppeerriieennccee..  FFoorr  tthhee  SSuuppeerrbbiitt  EEddiittiioonn,,  RRoobbeerrtt  AA..  HHaarrrriiss  
wwaass  rreeccaalllleedd  ttoo  ssuuppeerrvviissee  aa  nneeww  hhii--ddeeffiinniittiioonn  mmaasstteerr  ooff  tthhee  ffiillmm..  TThhoouugghh  ccoolloorr  ssaattuurraattiioonn  aanndd  bbaallaanncciinngg  
iiss  ggrreeaattllyy  iimmpprroovveedd  oonn  tthhiiss  eeddiittiioonn,,  tthhee  aannnnooyyiinngg  ddiiggiittaall  aannoommaalliieess  ppeerrssiisstt,,  tthheerreebbyy  ccoonnttiinnuuiinngg  ttoo  
ddiissttrraacctt  ffrroomm  aann  ootthheerrwwiissee  iimmpprroovveedd  iimmaaggee..    
  
OOnn  tthhee  tthhiirrdd  eeddiittiioonn  tthheenn,,  ccoolloorrss  aarree  rriicchheerr,,  mmoorree  ffuullllyy  ssaattuurraatteedd..  BBllaacckk  lleevveellss  aarree  ddeeeepp  aanndd  ssoolliidd..  
WWhhiitteess  aarree,,  ffoorr  tthhee  mmoosstt  ppaarrtt,,  cclleeaann  aanndd  wwhhiittee..  CCoonnttrraasstt  lleevveellss  aarree  ddeeaadd  oonn..  TThhee  aauuddiioo  oonn  aallll  tthhrreeee  
vveerrssiioonnss  ooff  tthhee  ffiillmm  aappppeeaarrss  ttoo  bbee  tthhee  ssaammee  55..11  aauuddiioo  mmiixx..  IItt  eexxhhiibbiittss  aa  vveerryy  ssmmooootthh  sspprreeaadd  aaccrroossss  aallll  
cchhaannnneellss  aanndd,,  iiff  ddaatteedd,,  iiss  aatt  lleeaasstt  aa  ffaaiitthhffuull  rreeccrreeaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee  oorriiggiinnaall  aauuddiioo  pprreesseennttaattiioonn..  TThhee  dduubbbbeedd  
sseeqquueenncceess  eexxhhiibbiitt  aa  ssoonniicc  cchhaarraacctteerriissttiicc  tthhaatt  iiss  mmoorree  ssuubbttllyy  nnuuaanncceedd  aanndd  bbeettrraayyss  iittss’’  rree--rreeccoorrddiinngg..  OOnn  
tthhee  ddeelluuxxee  22--ddiisscc  eeddiittiioonn  tthhee  ffiillmm  iiss  sspplliitt  aaccrroossss  bbootthh  ddiissccss  aatt  iittss  ppooiinntt  ooff  iinntteerrmmiissssiioonn..  HHoowweevveerr,,  oonn  tthhee  
SSuuppeerrbbiitt  eeddiittiioonn  tthhee  bbrreeaakk  ccoommeess  aawwkkwwaarrddllyy  aanndd  iinneexxpplliiccaabbllyy  aatt  lleeaasstt  3300  mmiinnuutteess  bbeeffoorree  tthhee  
iinntteerrmmiissssiioonn..  
 

EEXXTTRRAASS:: UUnnffoorrttuunnaatteellyy,,  tthhee  oonnllyy  wwaayy  ttoo  ggeett  eexxttrraass  ffoorr  LLaawwrreennccee  iiss  ttoo  bbuuyy  CCoolluummbbiiaa’’ss  iinniittiiaall  22--ddiisscc  
rreelleeaassee  wwiitthh  aa  ppoooorreerr  qquuaalliittyy  pprriinntt  ooff  tthhee  aaccttuuaall  ffiillmm..  EExxttrraass  iinncclluuddee  aa  mmaasstteerrffuullllyy  pprroodduucceedd  
ddooccuummeennttaarryy  oonn  tthhee  mmaakkiinngg  ooff  tthhee  ffiillmm,,  rreefflleeccttiioonnss  ffrroomm  SStteevveenn  SSppiieellbbeerrgg,,  vviinnttaaggee  ffeeaattuurreetttteess  uusseedd  ttoo  
pprroommoottee  tthhee  ffiillmm,,  tthheeaattrriiccaall  ttrraaiilleerrss  aanndd  aa  ssttiillllss  ggaalllleerryy..  SSaaddllyy,,  tthhee  bbeetttteerr  pprriinntt  ooff  tthhee  ffiillmm  mmuusstt  aallssoo  bbee  
ppuurrcchhaasseedd  ttoo  ggeett  tthhee  ffuullll  ‘‘LLaawwrreennccee’’  eexxppeerriieennccee  oonn  DDVVDD..    PPeerrhhaappss  ‘‘LLaawwrreennccee’’  wwiillll  ggeett  rreevviissiitteedd  yyeett  
aaggaaiinn  oonn  DDVVDD  iinn  tthhee  ffuuttuurree..    


