


ItQ dhard to feel sorry for Elizabeth Taylor; that seemingly
indestructible phoenix who repeatedigenied her harshest critics
with a sly glance, coy smile and shrugtadse supple shalders.No,
Elizabeth Taylom her prime was a very smart amshterprisinggal
who never looked back. She had few illusi@isout Hollywood ¢
fewer still about her own career, and arguablyone at all about
finding love the eighth time around.
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Perhaps more than any other star of her ilk wintage, Elizabeth
Taylor straddles thetransition in Hollywood betweengolden ag®
elusive bird of paradise and burgeoningabylon pop culture of
celebrty that has today cosumed every last vestige of thidd-time,
largerthan-life, studio-sanctioned glamor. Aked onceby reigning
gossip mavenlLouella Parsons if Elizabeth loved animadbe
astutely repliedgia 2 N3 GKFy L R2 LIS2LX Sd¢

When second husband Michael Wildiagempted a smug putdow
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Even when it came to her fans, Taykoew her own mind.
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Yet it behooves the readdp reconsider¢ | éAf 2 NI & absut Hel JLY
own actingin particular. In fact, nany of9 £ A T I 6 S (i Kh&v& ha® A
the highest regarddr what she broughto the camera.
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who directed Taylom the minor,wartime/Red Scarprogrammer
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(Previous) A publicity still fdRhapsody(1954), with Elizabeth appropriately pedestaled and poised to exercise her more obvious physical asseltkeRhapsody
andThe Girl Who Had Everythinpmcbpo 0 RAR f A GG S (2 LINEYe2hapS betduse MEMipalize®iticéultl Nat dvayrwiRhSpdrading thel sfai &
around as a fashieplate in tightfitting and ultrachic glamorous wardimes designed by Helen Rose. (This paye W1 26 Oly 6S LINRBYLIN ((KS:
aDaQa tw ¢gla aS02yR (2 y2ySed {GFNB SyRdNBR K2dz2NE 2F a geirl the media2Al tBehbight OKiRelE  |j «
cdebrity it was not uncommon for stars to appear in 20 to 50 fan magazines per nqaaithof them studio sanctioned and given bylines and tidbits approved and
controlled by the front office. Nothing was left to chance. These pictures, taken in 1943a(dft}945 (right) illustrate the extent to which the studio attempt to
promote Elizabeth Taylor as an ordinary clgldlbeit, one of the most supremely stunning children ever to grace a magazine. But in just two short years the studio
would be forced intanarketing their new find as a woman, despite the fact that she was a mere seventeen years old.

herwork, and she shows amazing clarity, boldness and timing. No matter what shelsaysjstbrood about her parts
and feels thenemotionally. Sheften mowes me when she playsiaOSy S yR L Y adaNBE Ad Ol y

LY RSSRZX bility t& énthidl) éaptivate and hold our attentiomas always been her greatest asset. This quality is
perhaps inextricably linked to her obvious physical bearng S @Sy Y2 NB & 28 seénfing Sohchdlahcé &nd K
disregardoft. 4 L 1y 2 ¢ IskYold aINoiteirénElLdok Magazinén 1951who wasobviouslyfawning over her
everyword(® g KIFGK LQY 2 @S NIrolutebSamaepMaix te@alizihdvayifgdaeed repeated coaxed by
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reference to his hobby as a grower of orchids. In botany, a sport is a flower of rare and unique beauty thysdingn

the sock where the other flowers havegrowh y R Ay KAYRAAIKGTZ 9t AT F6SGK ¢l &f 21
contemporaries.

Evendirector George Stevensvhowantednothing ofElizabethor the role of Leslie Benedict Giant(1956) came to rally

his support for her commitment othe project.d { KS Qa St@véns Hoddd later éecatk ! YR R Yyctstoa. ¥ S
0K2dzZ3KGX KSNBQa GKA& abDa 3f !l Y2 tbaig,dzBh8uy thefoftRpounds SRdguer &/ f f
usually like a star to weaflhen and there she won me oveompletelyr Yy R L G Sf 2 2 dexttie Kt $hat®d R
Joseph L. Mankiewicz, who directédylor twice; the first time im d p $uQdenly Last Summerchoed these sentiments,
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Conspiratorrelead SR G KI G &FYS @SFNXWY 9fATlIoSiKkKQa @A2tSG SeSa aSSy (2 oteoOHerfyst falgls S ¢
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Roddy McDowell in 1947. In their heyday the studios went to great lengths to promote their stars in all sorts of absufdbsiagting romances and setting up
situations that were little more tan a wellpublicized phote2 LJ® aw2 RR& Aad FTNASYR (2 FftxXé 9tATI6SGK g2dzf R al
a0525Sttdg 6102088 NRIAKGOY Sy R dzNALfEWith FatBe( RADIZRENS e cenfy famify 2amkdy NIvhitk Blifabewh Svaslodnedi 1
out to Warner Brothergi 2 LJ & al NBESX (GKS RSYdZNB RIdzZZKGSNI 2F 2Af€tAlLY t26S5t ¢t loBSpecialyNBy S
those damnTechniolor cameras becaushe @ f 2 NB & 2 dawaING2 RA RYIQUIK dzyf Saa LINRLISNI & f Al dé

sayingd { KS A& Of2a$S G2 o6SAy3a GKS 3INBIGSaaG I Ol NBasAnthoyy G K
Asquith, who directed Taylor and Burton together Tihhe + L t (I9&3) waslj dzA O1 (2 S Evirds asSaf A |
consummate professionadt ¢ KSNBE Qa y20KAYy3 FTNRAD2f 2dza [ 62dzi KSNJI g2 NJ ¢
the point of the scene, gets into the mood immediately and is astonishingly good at startingrublichave seldom known
KSNJ 2 FtdzZFF | fAYySdé

Not everyone was crazy abohtizabethTaylorof course gither as an actress or even as a human bestayting with Pope

Paul VIwhopubliclyO2 Y RSYY SR ¢l &8f 2NQR& | FFI ANJ anihé et ofCleOpitia(983) andzNJi -
even suggestedher passport should begaken away to bar her frommeentering the country Director Richard Brooks
decidedly did not caréor Taylor eik SNX» ¢ KSy It Alct apecidtedny & th& gt@Qrs he worked thi; glibly
OKz2zz2zaAy3d G2 SEG2t ¢lFet2NNa | OOARSY(d LINRYS yI GdNB 2y
G2 KSNJ aY2ft RSNAYy 3 NBY RA liysffatedl MaggieSigay ¢h A HE Bn Rodi958)A | YA Q &S

In geneal the critics were even mormerciless in their vitriolg mixing opinions about her private life with her art and
blurringthe boundaries betweethem. & 2 K& | NXalkisgSbost Elkdbéth Taylarthe late movie critic Gene Siskel
begrudgingly inquied in 1991 just as the tabloids had begun to circle their gossip wagons over El2abettNHzY 2 NB R
with construction worker and recovering alcoholic Larry Fostg; 6 { KS K| aygodY 23RS Ay GAA NJ
decade earlier, ibbing a line rrowed from Alfred Hitchcockgritic Pauline Kaethrew in her own shovel of dirt,
remarkingd ¢ KS OKAST yNPHENAAGS (I 2Z2RRI y2iKAYy3 ¢StfXIFIyR aAiaa

Of course, all this naysaying flies in the fat¢éhe considerable gaise afforded Elizabetim her youth; then earmarked by
the critics as everything from I NJ NdSan& A ¢9ziRE ( | y R A AS3he Watwrdd$id éer teen years these same
critics became more jaded in their assessnseperhaps in prt from an innate jealousy, but aldS OF dza S ¢ & f 2 |






= A e
6t NBE@A2dAOY ! yhG2Ye 27F NatiofaliVeMtoWlpinSNy 6/ tal NEYAO F 6.SNIKASQ BA DR 68 YRARKEE @& y I Y&
Taylor who has to carry thehole show. And carry it she doesjth a startling forbearance and introspectidn,6 f @  84A 4GSR o0& dontratPplaje®.NI 2 7
These include Donald Crispa | SNBSNI . NRgy X | &A0GSNY odzi 0S8SyS@g2tSyid LI GNRAIFNOKI H§rtydsS iwsid s
52ttt S50GAY3 ONRUKSNE 52yFtRS FyR Wdzk yAGI vdzh 3t S8 Ispedively)Naidhal Velvgtis YieisoraiNnBrm | &  +
hearted, glossy Tediicolor entertainment MGM ably produced throughout the war yeaimbued with a sense of pastoral grace and familial charm, harking back to a
simpler time wherpropriety dictated the dai @ OF RSy 0S 2F t AFSd ¢KS TFTAEY Aa GSNE YdzOK I -eyaddrhacéheed S
YFE3IYAFAOSY (e OF LI dzNBsRexpenly pliotogapied feoh@dasmith vy & Of 2 4 8

(Previous top): Only moments after meditthe drifter, Mi Taylor (Rooney) on the open road, Velvet Brown (Taylor) is also introduced to the gelding, the Pil Both wil
LX Fe | LA@20Flt NBtS Ay St @S0 QiasekSafiMisyBrowaftér discdverday] her datniivh jBurnil widhtén by his Jate fatheDt & O
28 fFGSNI ESHFNY GKFEG Ay aNBE® . NRgyQad e2dziK &KS g &5 yeQor titelage? This discdvefyrisSnibles K z
known to Velvet by Mrs. Brown but kept from Mi urttile true metal of the lad can be determineci A 01 $& w22y S8 Qa LISNF2NXIyOS | a
@20 GA2y a | 22018ex odzi 6K2 NBRAAZO2GSNE KAA 24y Y AWML Bravd dokd ndtrast Nii Kt KBt dz3 K
Given an ample allowance from Mrs. Browmasically taken from the gold coin prize money shan for swimming the Channéhat has been kept in an attic trunk

along with her trophythese many yearg the money is to be used by Mi goto London and erdr the Pi in the Grand Nationalith a watchful eye and stern resolve
Mr.BrowntellsMi¢aNBE ® . N2 gy gAaKSa &2dz + &l FS 22dNySeed L gAafft YSNBfe& gAaK &2dz | :

(Previous middle): Velvet finagles a stay for Mi with the Brown familya A Kl & a2t Sy YvYz2ySe FTNRY (GKS FlLYAfeQa asSol
escape into the night when Velvet runs into the stables to tell him the good news:riddén, Mi returns the money before anyone is the wiskn.ecstatt, Velvet

rushes in to tell her mother and father that the Pi has survived a potentially virulent bout of ddie.Brown girls stop on their way home from school tochase
OFyRe& FNRBY aNXW® | FftFY 06! NIKdzNJ { KA SnuéhQab dld farkhe badt of ah@ Bybtruek Geenagprz She wobld fiave faiedtey’ & 0 dzl
success (Oscaominated)r & G KS &l dzO& dzlJa il AGHEBlighk I YRREY I pPR2NBSESK az6RNDB&KS al YS &SI Nw Wl
facethan E A T | 6 S (i K Q &Nativnél ValvetGmdiolityaStreckidaced, sadS @ SR Y2 LILIS (I  20F418Q NB 5814 AWK YW fNBIj dzA NBR &
actually was. His career was short lived; debuting to considerable succEss iHuman Comedfi943)F y R @ yA&AKAY 3 T NP YBigiChyS a ONB Sy

(Previous bottom): Mi and Velvet audition a rider for the Pi to race in the Grand National. But the jockey, I. Taskyl({@imgneares little for the pair and even less

for his mount;only interesed inthe stipend provided as part of the deal. The moment of truth has arrived; Velvet will ride the Pi herself. At first Minsenty
2L12asSR (2 GKS ARSIFI IyR F2NJFff GKS N Joisdf hddaird 2liggaise her azia prepStiedebtijodkey baghsité NI A
explain the lay of the cours&/elvet is momentarily overcome ligar.d L (i Q& Y YelverdxPlainsteAEENE 2y S (2Y2NNRB g oHAtf (y246 Y
NI OS f A1S KA aMi fkuatratigglyyinquzes In & dmddrieri€ 6f Iskieeacting brilliancE ¢ 8 f 2 NJ NBa dzZNNBEOG&A KSNJ KSNBAY S
confidenced Xy knowingt OF Yy gAYy | y RThis Scerie % girguably Ea&highlight af edniovie.

(Thispage): NR G Ay Q& Daduafiyistaded ibd GaBfofriagets underway with an enthusiastic Mi cheering from the stands. Having won the race, Velvet loses
her grip and tumbles from her mount, momentarily knocked unconscious. The attending doctor scomets she is a girl and disqtias her But a more personal
victory has been wot ¢ KS LI LISoNEY | K3 @fyll.NiBe BISSndaS @& inundated with offers to showcase Velvet and the Pi in a series of paid guest
appearancesicross the auntry and even in Americ&iving the matter some serious consideratidalvet, however, refuses to exploit the horse who has given her, her
RNBFYZ YSNBt& FT2NILINBFAGO ! FOSNI 42YS YAy 2 dietldlzd gudMg itfldiefcyaid her énuring M foyher @iy O dzNJ
Earlier Mrs. Browiad explained to Velvet ¢ KAy 3a 02 Y S & dmasohitghabwhatever th&dbitcoing of ISegwn endeavos, Velvet must dare to dream.
Having lived the moment it will contire to live on in her memory for the rest of her lifdisfaith in himselfrestored, Miquietly departs the Browrfamily home for an
uncertain (though undeniably brighter) future. Mrs. Brown encourages Velvet to ride on ahéae horizon(a matte paining). The truth about his father can at last

be told to him. National Velvet is one of the finest motion pictures ever made, and not just at MGM. Unquestionably, it is a highpdintin Bii K Q& Y2 @A S O



(Above left): The privieggg ¥ OKAf RK22RX 2NJ Id fSFad 2yS 2NDOKSaAGNI (SR o6& aDaQa 6iml19RSLI N
Photos like this one were meant to illustrate for fans that despite her far above average looks, young Elizabethildgssi like other children. In fact, this photo was

GF1S8y Ay (KS LK2G23INILIKAO RSLINIYSYyild G abDad ¢KS R eavdy oklbyNdBr moihel (plEyad by Maiy 9 f
Astor) in the film version o€ynthiad Mmpn T 0 ® 5SELIAGS KSNJ FIFGKSNI I yR dzy Ot S0a SRAOGa G2 &aidlad K2°

RFyOS 16SGGSR o6& [2dA&aSs | 62YLy 6K2 |y26a &a2qbthdssyriardnieldramagperiapsye@d suligarfod S
aDaX odzi 9ftATIIo6SGKQa LISNF2NXYIFyOS A& &aAyOSNB | yR KSI Niiefsoughtor nia&lin. GoddytaiS R 6 A (

mater, MGM, having observed the striking physical bedh&t had blossomedn their midst soughtto exploit thisover
¢Fef2NRa | vk dsyidy olay@ydispésableand very syrupy melodramaisat exuded sex appedlke Love Is
Better Than Eve(1952),The Girl Who Had Everythind953) andRhapsody(1954).

¢t KSNBEQa y2 RSyeAy3d klkdbethTaylér NishezBastavdr awayKrén MGhIpovel at ParamouAt (
Place in the Sui951), Warner Brothers3jant1956) and Columbig(ddenly Last Summdi959).a6 2 KSy aDa 0 S
diethe deathrafl f S ¢ a { NXZaplor Ikter Nebhfeyl RBlutas Weiters, stars, all let go from their contracts. |
mean, these were guys you could count on to pull a picture togathender one roo&ndthen suddenly callouslyg they
wereall3 2y S dé

Bythe time Taylorwon her one and only Best Actress OscarBuatterfield 8 (1960) shehad alreadybegun to bebetter
known for the lie she was living beyond thecreeng a life some still argue masks her true beariragsan agess. This
malignancy on hereputation has often been construed asandalous pop tartitf for the critical beating of pifiata.

¢t KSNBEQa y2 Reans afc 0Kl hidd #t&erlap;in retrospectthe plots ofa goodly number of | & f 2 N.
later movies cruelly parallelg her turbulent marriages andther rumored infidelities.For the record then, Elizabeth
Taylor wasnarried eight times to sevevery different merof varying qualitis and backgroundgind to be frankTayloris
almost & famougor infamous)or thesesalliancesas for the roles she playead the movies Few female starsave been

so readily admired, possegsand idolizegdfewer stillpounced upon with relished vitriol ardemonized for their ability to
repeatedly throw cautior and perhaps occasiorglact ¢ to the wind for love.

The wording in the presfor the affairbetween Taylor and sifer Eddie Fisheas examplehas always insisteBlizabeth

WY 4 ( Rdtli& fomwife, Debbie Reynolds. But Fisher had a choBe.did Richard Burton, who beghis tempestuous
romp with Taylor on the set d@leopatra(1963), then popped her in the eye with his fist when she threatened tdill
wife, Sybitb b2¢g GKSNBQa | 3ISydH .dzi GKS YSy Ay ¢l &f 2 NInded a i :
08 &a2YS NIm@8etkedza ¢ W2 R P& A S8iBbRd@fiod anyone merely to satisfy her own immediate
urges. No, these boysame and went willingly andf their own accord, perhaps lovingly frustrated perplexingly
exacerbatedby their own nabilities to make theelationships clickeyond abrief sexually charged détentéArguably,
Elizabeth Taylor in her prime was too much for ame man, although producer Michael Todd might have been the
singular force of nature to bring Elizabeth to hdetleed, when Todd died tragically in a plane crash, Taydsr



(This page)w A OK I NR A O&te2 With)3ughi 948) is really a modest Jane Powell programmer fleshed

with some delightful supporting bits from Wallace BeeryeBalRoyle, Carmen Miranda and Xavier Cugat.
although Powell is given the bulk of the score, Elizabeth is given more than her ample share of sultrpsibysé
cinematographer Robert SurteBs A Y Y| Odzf 1St & 2dziFAGGSR 6 &e WHleMQM
made every atterpt to maintain the illusion of Powell gsst a child(and, in fact she was), it seems they simj
could not wait to remake Elizabeth over into a voluptuous screen siren. Judging by these stills from the
and despite theLINBYAAS GKIG 026K t26SffQa WdzRé C2aiGS8N
INF RdzZl GA2YyS AG A& RAFFAOMZ G AT y2i AYLIR&&AOGES
RFe AYRSSRXodzi F  OKI NIYRigh: Witk2 Bowed jusy mtisr ioGhe penuiti@ateiniRife
2F 228d 6aARRES NARIKGOY SNNRyS2dzateée | OO0daAaAy3d y
father (played by Wallace Beery). Xavier Cugat is decidedly not impressed. (Bdtmi) (Taylor) learns fro
her father (Leon Ames) that he intends to be more proactive in all of their home lives from now on.

inconsolable for days, ansbught comfort in the arms of hisest friend, Eddie
Fisherg or is it vice versaAt least in himlsight Fishemproved that hiscorruptible
loyalties could be traded ifor the most basic oéll human needs.

GL 202S00G G2 I yeo2R®debhie RgSoMstoBntermi&ner
Robert Osbornén 199 Ay NBaL}RyasS 2eld fHASERGNES
written about their marriage and brealp. Therift between Reynolds and Fishe
arguablynever healed. And yet Debbiergave Elizagth her infidelities with her
husband ewen burying the hatchetong enoughto costarwith Taylor inThese
Old Broads a 2001 made for TV movie-6oNR G 1 Sy o0& wSe
daughter, Carrie (Princess Leia) and Elaine Plipg al® interesting to note that
their forgiveness did not extend to Fisher himself, who remained estranged f
both mother and daughter for the rest of his life at their request.

¢KS GKANR &aLR21S Ay (GKS 3INBFiG ¢KSSt
is, of course, her frequent health scardmt often caused costly delays on th
sets of her movies While riding thegeldingduring practice forNational Velvet
(1944) Taylor was thrown and injured her baahkcurring lifelong trauma that
would infrequently lead to hospitalizatiorOn the set oElephant Walk(1954)
Taylorsuffered a shardf course metaimbedded inher right eye and had to /
endure two painful surgerieshile wide awake. Eithemight have cost Taylor herfie



2 A0K &2 YdzOK RdzL)X A 6 PR Br 19598 Bath& 8fythe BridSanditiiienzReh 2nreravenous
LINEY2(GA2Y &thariageli 8 f 2 R AT RA b A OK ad theavgddigkihke 6F teatrt, ik difffcuit 2
to disern where reality ends and Hollywodand fiction beghsd | yt A1 S GKS Y20ASQa
Elizabethdid not live happily ever after. (Top I&ftGeorge Banks (Spencer Tracy) prepares to marry off his daugt
Kaye (Taylor) to Buckley Dunstan (Don Taylor). (Top right): relaxing with Tracy on the set. Both stars needed
hit in their respective careers. They had it with this movie. (Rigigky age 23and Elizabethage 18, pose for
photographers on the steps of the church, and (bottom) prepare to meet the press in a flurry ofullastbr

jdzSadA2yAy3d | At ldhseSaagamidingiaid@dking weralzitdl BsWauselor divorce nine

months later. By then Elizabeth had induced a miscarriage. After an affair with his stepmother, Zsa Zsa Gal
another failed marriage to Patricia McClintod¥ickyHilton died in 196%f a heart attaclat the age of 42; perhaps,
the real picture of Dorian Gray. /

sight as well as her career. Bef@@&opatradd shoot relocated to Romé&lizabeth ‘
slipped into a pneumonienducedcoma from which aemergency tracheotomy{éﬁ
had to be performedn orderto save her life. Throughout the late990sshe | =
increasinglypecame something of a favorite gegula2 y  { K S cafebritypf
RS UK ligtd cth® Katbus bouts withcancer crippling spinal ailmentand |

other illnesses creating a ghouliphblicfascinationto actually see her die

On March 23, 2011 Elizabeth Tayddrliged the macabre. SHeft us for real and
for good. It is perhaps foolhardy to speculate what she would make of
departure from beyond the gravegerhapsgrateful for the time and experience<™
allotted her while alive; perhaps contentetb have leftit all behind along with s
the contemptible beguilementto see her aumble before our very eyes. Yet
Taylor has since proven a very resilient sport indeed. The flesh and blood ¢
gone; the legend and legacy endar&his, above all elsepntinuesto captivate [=
Even as she witnesseagbpular opinionrepeatedlytoy with that legacy and ==
manipulate its variables to make fé## 32 2 R and fabladGodderW [ cZ\theQm =
abbreviation Elizabeth so obV|oust abhorred; 88l A I Y R, tmalﬁzLR[AXSIQ
5A ORe@W[ AT 3% Ro deiir NINEBek & [ YRQB YR Y2k

No, there comes a time when it is necessary to declare one legally dead. Bu
time for Elizabeth Taylor has yet to come. She remamsital a part of our B
collSOGA GBS NBYSYONI yOS F2 N IsBoivihayigas &vét
While popdar opinion is likely toremain divided about Tayloas a person
primarily for her private indiscretionsone fact about thisiconic beauty will
forever beirrefutable; Eizabeth Taylotruly wasthe girl who had everything.



AGKSN 2T Wizapeak fieeli tyf éashdthdi. 818oXve happen to love each other.
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¢ Elizabeth Tayloon her marriage to Michael Todd.
rE 25 Voges

Elizabeth Taylor ia true movie goddess. And yet her legacy is only partalbtured on film. As a child star she was the
personification of youth and innocence, joy and happinesbelnteens she was often cast as the female viper, a bad girl
easily converted to the side of righteousness by the love of a loyal compaimob.in her waning years o$tardom
(though never waning popularityTayloQ a sci&eh personeoften fed off popular opiniors about her private life
expaunded in the press. Ueled by negative and scathing didash overaffairs with Eddie Hmer and Richard Burtgn
9t AT FOSOK ¢ &t 2bekma to ¥ediPnirdaherlretiie Srblimstahpces

In¢t KS @368 asxample, she plays an unfaithful spouse ntbetween acontrolling husbandplayed by Richard
Burton) and a flawed dalliance witin intercontinental lover (Loui#/2 dzZNR | y 0 ®he ISghdpipeffaymsaduces a
compassionate mafXof the cbth no less, and oncagainplayed by Burton)this time,away from his dotinggweet Polly
Purebred of awife (Eva Mariesaint exhibiting shades dBurton® reallife ex, Sybil ® L yrhe @dmediandiaylor
skulks off with Burtonbehind the back of yeanother devoted spouse (played with ominous understanding Pgter
Ustinov).

In between these rather obvious homagesinfidelityOl YS a A | 8 KERAK2 FADR A R ATP66)ahdlid A y )
Taming of the Shrew1967). While some might label tliermer as almost an apology put forth by Burton and Taylor (a



(Previous): two sides to a goddess. Elizabeth strikes a pose of sweetness in 1944, and another suggesting a more werid|f3ftu Oh, what ten years can do!
Tayla is one of the most photographed women in movie history, yet, of the literally hundreds of thousands of feet of expostesefims virtually impossible to find

one bad shot; her face a miracle of bone structure and finely wrought features that adgchdiered the camera and vice versa. (Above): strolling the concourse with
co-stars Eva Mari&aint and Montgomery Clift on the set Baintree Countyd Mcpp T O T Fy SLIAO YAATFTANB Ay ¢l &f 2Nna OF NB
American soil athat time. To the right of Elizabetare proud VP in Charge of Production Dore Scharsuccessor to L.B. Mayer after 1981y R {i & BirectoA f Y Q
Edward Dmytryk. Judging from the smiles this is an early publicity still before spiraling costsrend s reviews began to trickle in to herald the movie as a colossal
GdzN) Sed { OKIFNEQAa KSIR g2dz R NRft 2@0SN) 6KAA SLIAO AYLrppwehadd/as a thrilirtg Fli &twdid. G KS ¢

a 2 NIK S2 T e t@gé&tie2Ndut just as unhapfyand the latter a projecttailor-made for thér unremorsefultomcatting,
each gettingheir just desertsand each othein the final reel there is little to denyte fairly transparent mirroring of the
O 2 dzLJ $o@eiher bejofidSthe screemsbeing retold for the camerag shamelessly so, and perhaps with Taylod a
Burton relishing it athemselves; a sort of thumbingheir noses atll the critical backlash thatdespite its venomcould
y20 L} A A2 yperéniabastiddrion td S9endore and more ofetltwo together at the movies

The record clearly indicates that Elizabeth Taylor never found lasting happinesaiiage. But was it her faulfQow,

there is a more complex question to consider and one liteelgemain unanswerablé&or all timesince Taylor is unable to
speak for herself.Without a doubt the optimism she infused into her various unions to Nicky Hilton, Michael Wilding,
Eddie Fisher, Richard Burton, Sen. John Warner and Larry Fortensky &l efdg/ RA & NNJ &3 KSNJ ;
alliance with Michael Toddending in personal tragedy The nameédl f £ A y 3 R Ardny @fil dza kOS\ t2di
denouncements on the floor of the).S. Congres&lizabeth Taylosomehow managed to remai# I 6 2 GtSaways |
considered a departure from memortals, both Taylor and her reputation have gone aheadnow - destined for the
ages as either an independentindedheroineor punching badn popular folklore. Elizabeth Taylor is no longer a person
yousee{ KS Kl & 06S02YS ! YSNAOIQa ylGA2ylf YeluKod







(Previous) a touch of sadness, and perhaps heat exhaustion, caught in a publig
LK2G2 F2N) DS2NHS { (S @Sy Q &t Bak takéri beforen g
or after the company learned that estar James Dean had been killed in §
horrlflc auto acmdent Elizabeth had befriended Dean on the set, gingerly coax

compassionate handnd some foodi 2 t $3 3 e !'yy DI N.y SN
definitive production ofJane Eyrg1943); & the precocious Pricillending to a
depressed collid y CNB R aadsie2Canie Blania@aéin 1943) and right
(with Roddy McDow as first love, Betsey Kenney fronme White Cliffs of
Dover (1944). By far the most impressive of the three films, at least ftoen
perspective of seeing Elizabeth at work,Jene Eyre She seems particularly
engaged Y R a2 dzi G SNI &chil BafrglA. yabudésiierately At E
2 o0dz2 dzLJ 9f AT I 6SikQa O2y (NI Ol AVY
have none of it. Taylor was his star and wosfoend almost thee decades
making movies for Metrinstead. Good, bad or indifferetti K $ & G dzR A 2 e
utra-3f I Y2NJ YR KAIK 3Jf2a8a g2dAZ R RAOGI

SPORT

She was born Elizabeth Rosemond Taylor; a British subject to American parents Francis and Sara Taylor living in Lo
England, on ébruary 27, 1932. In her youth, Sara had been on the stage; a past life that brdumitt @roneous
speculationsshe had forced Elizabeth into an acting caréeb 2 § KAy 3 O2 dzf R 0 S SarazednestddinF N
al949interviewd L y 2 (1S 2¢zfle 0 ®BE GUKSF SN 6 KSY L YIFINNASR CNI yOAa

Elizabeth Tayl@@d OKA f RK 2 2 Rshal Shfif§ Nt fedrt@din pgiisabdut the 3 A NI -BQdllywdaiNie bear
mentioning. To begiwith ¢ | &aclkZré¢drdifor illness begguractically from birth with bouts of ear infections and
influenza, and, a penchant for accidentally bruising, burning and otherwise injuring herself under the aegis of childho
curiosity. If it had not been for hdaithful brother, Howard, she mightavedrowned ¢ twice; once in a creek near her
familialhome, thenagain, in Malibu after a dangerous undertow dragged her beneath the surf.

9y 3AflyR ¢l ad K2YS G2 (GKS ¢lFre@ft2NhR dzyGAf | AGf SNRA Agadl &l
moved the family to Pasadena California. Neither parent had any interest in exploiting their daughter as a child st
However, at the tender age of seven, Elizabeth had already developed a mind of her own. When asked by her teac
what she wanted tde when she grew up, Elizabethreplied. R2y Qi ¢l yiG G2 6S | Y2@AS
fA1S Y& Y20KSNI 61 adé



(Above): Whooping it up for the Yanks and the RAF as-meyicare Helen Ellswirth in Richard
. NB 21 Qa M @é&odiakRTded Last Time | Saw Par({@954). Taylor plays a self
destructing vamp who seduces a lonely soldier (Van Johnson), then proceeds to makeebot|
lives utterly miserable. For some reason the movie made money, but its reputation
excoriaed by the critics who found it G NA (1 S¢ = ani(dzg NAEEE8al 6t Sé o
over a slightly ovethe-K A f £ w20 SNI ¢ &f 2NJ Ay aDa SiaWalef
{ O 2 ivainkod (1952). Elizabetlis Jewishprincess, Rebecca, providing roero with jewels
aplenty to help finance his revolution against the treacherous Prince John (Guy Raodieoe

’A/"'l »

Ad 2yS 2F aDaQa FTAySaid a¢Re&d dz0T 2 SIRE Ky B FEas i

Taylor hacher chance to do just that, inauigiously and quite by accident when her father met Andrea Berens; a woman
who was then agaged to Cheever Cowdirchairman to the Board of Directors of Universal Pictures. At the insistence of
his fiancée, Cowdin met the Taylors and became enamored Withbeth. Cowdin also attempted to fashion a career for
¢cFreft2NJ a I OKAfRK22R OKIy(diSdzaS:y a42YSUKAYy3I KS KIFIR R2y
FNRY 5 dzND A yel Andi@ De SeauyoBAs ek kvould have it, at a riéal Elizabeth wowed Carmen Considine,
wife of producer John W. Jr. who findgR I YSS G Ay 3 ¢ A (BKMageD ah@ audiénse2ogtlieen Eizdbeth
and Mayer was brief and taiStR 60 & al & SNR A & 8z8 tMhyErsoR NHrSidingdS? kil dliyou-wditing for?

{ A3y KSNJ dzLJH¢E

'Y F2NIdzyFGSte F2N) 9t AT IFo0SGKET / KSSOSNI / 26RAY 61 & LINBLI
Elizabethc i KSy RARYQil (y26 6KIG G2 R2 gA0GK KAAa ySgolywoogdzA 2
contract after only one year Elizabeth spent nearly two more in limlagpliving resplendently in Beverly Hills with her
parents until a turn of events once again brought her to the attention of MGM. This time the catalyst was a fmiovieB
produced by Samuel Marx Lassie Come Hom@942). LY AGAl f £ 8% al NAFNBG hQ. NASY K
w2RR& a052¢Sft t & haddeen dn the dsBeSdgrRei ahdssielCome Homwas a far cry from the other
roles she was being offeredSq Elizabeth was givethe part instead. No one, least of all Sam Marx expected the
whirlwind of publicity that fdowed.

bAOK2fl & {OKSyl1=zZ (KS KNew Rorkffices tBeSarénframpany @ MEMI2oNIMArS Hs
picture was so bad ivas notevengoing to be released. L.B. Mayer, however, had a different opirperhaps one
LINEYLIGSR Y2NB FTNRBY KA& O2y(SYLIN TBxNdg th®©d&eenying roanKwitly teaiisk S
running down his cheek, Mayer told Maix¢ K A ANBLIAY@zadz LIX | & wl Eassk Come Hams,dandzctisd |
standard programmec; albeit one withsolid sentimentality for which Mayer had a natural affinity. After the death of
LNDAY3 ¢KIFIfOoSNHS aDaQa =+t Ay bBSEAIANBE S 22 B SISRR R i KK BZ | RN
roster, not entirely because they were washed upeoenW2 f RQ LISNJ &l &3 o6dzi o Spiokinga S OK



"We 'Iq, allofus, L‘Ili{dﬂ,’ll m a vast kindergarten
Irying to spell God's name with the wrong alphabet blocks,"”

- Tenngsseg Williams (Suddenly Last Summer)
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(Previous)Anatomy of a nightmare. Elizabeth S 2y S 2F KSNJ Y2&aid | YoAGAz2dzaA | yR NAdeny (astyBEmmEISTOFagiiby | y C
the Los Angeles Herald Examiner astutely labeled | Y I £ A 3y | v (and ¥l haribraiddidhf@ Gdblés Wariety commented & X is by far the most bizarre

movie ever made by a majér (i dzFBas2divh Trnessee Williams terrifying stagecraft, Elizabet@asherine Hollya troubled young woma confined toan asylumby

her wealthyaunt, Violet Venable (Katharine Hepburn), who employs neurosurgeon, Dr. Cukrowicz (Montgomery ClIift) to perform a lobdtenmjeme presumably

out of some altruistic desire talleviatethe garish darknesé K i Kl a 02 Y SmiaddIStNF A £ ¥ R & NBRNFBwdvede AGatherine is instegihgerly
O2FESR Ayi2 NBINBaarzy GKSNI LR o6& /dZINRBsAOT BKAES zA2f $INB /w BRENIRDS Qay RY
superior, Dr. Lawrence J. Hocksta¢lbert Dekker) look om abject shock and amazement

I FTOKSNRAYS Aa Gl 1 S guddedy ladsKdzYi Y SMeRniig Greek iSighg expierienced the murder and cannibalism of her cousin, Sebastiah 2 f S (i Q
son. It seems that Sebastian, aanéering poet ad closeted homosexual, exploitéis own mother toprocurehim malecompanionship from the local urchins. When
+A2fSGQa f 22 1dscaflédRS REathériBed & réluanit payticipant whom he paradediong the beactheadin a skmpy and semtransparent white two

piece bathing suitHowever, having exploited the impoverished mfer some timeg again,presumably forsexual pleasure these starving youth now turn on their
wealthy patron, charging Sebastian agliff side wherehey dismemberand consume hinas Catherine looks on¢ KS  ( NHzi K= GKI G A2t SiG &
lifestyle a secret and his memory as the perfect son ensconced withiovinef | Y'sthisténby silencing Catherine with a lobotomy, sends Violet theledge.She
mistakesCukrowicZor Sebastian with the likelihood that in sparing Catherine her own sanity she has forever lost her own.

LY mohdpds (GKS LINRPRIzOGA2Y O2RS 4 & riagh hisclever@se NE/mbelidnd tiiconveythe §itEs§u@niess lofyhiR subjdctyiriatieS 6 A C
remains not only powerful, but thoroughly satisfyifyf A T I 6 § (i K Q ZanksJ&nafgzh&top #ir@eSonlyational Velvetand?2 K2 Q& ! NI AR 2 F +
marginallybestit. Mankiewic2d FNINPAHZAK 24K (KA & LIS§ 84 dz8yY DB S| 9§ hia Kafnddiaks fighnths liddgepkidgé dk haunting
remembrances shot througheavy gauze and clouded aroutite edges by Vaseline applied to the peripheries of the camera leosk caredzf t & | Yy R & 2 dzQ!
Eddie Fisher in the background as one of the urchins about to devour our doomed \Stidenly Last SummétB Y Aya | GSNNATFeAy3a 3ISY:
canon oreven as part ofevivals of vintage horror, perhaps bersz is centralpsydoanalytic focuss so truly frightening one cannot help but echo the probability and
sentiment thatsomehow it all just might be true

(This pagetop lef): Highpriced call girGloria WandrouswakensaloneA y KSNJ f 2 08 B R A B QR BIS NB ysihis éndug&aNd $250 skt Ndityed W
bureau Her reaction is clearly scrawled in lipstick on the mirror. As compensation sheltakes A y{ FdzNJ O2 F G A ¥ Biittérield ®had\da i bestQ | |
sellersix weeks on the New York Times lihe film treals lightly carefil not to incur the ire of scree®@ Sy 8 2 NA KA L) (122 YdzOKSI giokefgding a (i A f
on behind closed doors. (Top right): Gloria amuses herself with a myriad of male adnfiréys. C Y R | £ 22 F5  adzf G4 NBE | y Rth & ottdgd &dr A O
genuine affectiondor waspish playboy, Weston Liggett (Lawrence Haruaygquited beyond their sexual liaisons. Herein, hdesidedly unimpressed by the amount

of attention Gloria is getting.

6.2GG2Y tSTFGOY |+ @Ay3 mSHdldéan & RintéwBagped ig @hBiNgndore khadl aNdi YoStyGiornakes a pit stop at composer, Steve

/P NLISY i SNRa 69RRAS CAAKSNDL I LI NIi Styrade canfoabld it onOre dzbuld take $he iitiatiik 3 bedrbré tan just Siehdsz
Steve, however, iforb 2 NY | o6{ dzaly ht AGSNL 6KAfS [A3IISHG AayQil | o2dzi (2 gin&ion@btterfiek 8is 6 A F
a standard melodramats laisse#aire attitude toward sex and prostitution made fairly bland. Elizabeth alwaysideredd this her worst moviea project foisted upon

KSNJ 60& aDaQa Yl yl Be ooyl stillioked thd sfudlidng gicRire. It could have been better. But it could also have been a lot worse, and in the
final analysis, Taylor was well served by the property, earning her one and only Best Actress Academy Award. By tlabé¢itheédizpted the honor she had already
narrowly survived her neagleath bout ofpneumoniaon the Pinewood set ofleopatra(1960) Critics begrudgingly suggested that Academy voters gave Taylor the
Oscar for personatather than professionateasons a claimthe Academy of Motion Picture Arand Sciencd®\MPA$has always denied.



E ‘ | £ T 2 &

(AboveY 221 Ay3 LRAAGAGSTEE NIRAIFYG | &¢ kS RHOEE)AIirsf td&Cieophtd RiOWR t cabitdlize oyf th&salgcdusness Ipfdzi
the Burton/Taylor affaio dziT @A GK | GgA&aidd ¢SNNIyOS whkiadAIl yQa ss@nierawidalizasdGM was uskd tdNdotuging)
REGAY I Fft (KSGraadHteldd . Qdbli (A20 wKdpoRi Q] AT Q | YR W5 A GHatinhcludetrsonyiVellesy Makgarat Ruth@rford WRIRiNG S N.
off with the Best Supporting Actress Oscar for her performance as a penniless dotty duchess; Rod Taylor as tractonduslgialist Les Mangrum, Maggie Smith as

his devoted secretary, Miss Meady RZ T2 NJ ¢ 8f 2 NR&a Ay (SNOR yYiMyKSly (K 1O E 2003\NES H 22ddkiia | \WiRedr@aibE&M] A
CN}yOSa gl FFtAy3 0SGeSSy KSNI I FFIANR gAlK W2 dzNRoted usband @iy Ridaard BuioW, svhoSeemsd S
a aGSrR& Fa GKS LINPOSNDBALFE NBO1 2F DAONI f G NJ dzy ( isdble @aylo¢perildawo hoyry ievh@é&ss G K |

popular with audiences and were farore malleableon the whole.Mayer could comfortably boss thearound. He could
alsopay them far less

9f AT I 0S (iLK®ia ComB HoBke AWQl o0A3 2N &4K2 ¢ & lududzib fldshi herRibl&® witeJed 2 NJ
innocence and cry on cue a&ll asutter some fairly articulag dialogue with greasincerity. Roddy McDowell wéise star

of Lassie Come Homeunless, of course, one couritassie herself but when the movie wrapped Mayer knelwe had a
newstaronhishands ! YR AGREINIKBEKENARWSHGKS &dzo aSl dzSy Coudade Ipfdzassie G
only Taylor was called upon to reprise her role, playing basically the same character but with a differentAmaimstant

hit with audiences of all agesassie Come Hom@ovedii KS & LINA Yy o2 NR F2NJ 9t AT [ 6SGK

aDa 61 & ljdAO1 G2 OF LA { I Theylodnedhgt to@0tRCeriuRax ora biyotal iioke linfane Eyizd O &

before recalling her back to the studio fdihe White Cliffsof Dovero 6 2 i1 K Ay wMpnno® 2 A3GK S
reputation as gpint-sizedconsummate pofessional with no hint of setfonsciousness steadily greBut by far¢ | € £ 2 N.
most ambitious film project to date wasational Velvet(1944), based on Enidl 3y 2 f RQ& o6SadasStf SN
genuine pedyree, King Charles (grandsontc&K S ¥+ Y2dzda aly hQ 2FND & GKS FAO0A

film. The horsed | f doyd& GRfOXT I 6 S (i K Qprovedl 4 yery Ngied SoOrinde@dy GicE it literally ate the
FNRY (G 2Blduset | 8f 2 NRA&

lffY K26SOSNE ol a y20 ARetf{AO 0Seé2yR (KS Tl ofSRepRND
career often led to ovavork and increasing demands. Sara Tayl@dttp intervene. Bzi a4 KS 41 & y2 YI i
AYLRZAaAY3A yIGdNBe 9t AT 0SiKQy. Aficderduid Miketir§ Wilendayer &rightieced Saga |
almost to tears, Elizabeth suddenly defied the mogul witly 2 y Qi & 2 dz Rl NX like td&tl Ypu aild2youy &
d0dzRA2 Ol y ®Reiwis aHao?fouiteeRefuSirig fotagologize for heutburst, Taylor and Mayer never again
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(Aboved Y ¢ K S 2 R2ARM&GiIdAE rap&inaR d real downer; the tale of dny 8 SOdzNB Y I Y Qa 0628 6K2 Y2@0Sa lFgled |yR
make a place for himself amgst polite societyHe falls in love with a girl fromis social ilk, but catches the eye of a sophisticated socialite in the meantime, only to
dismver that his first love is pregnant with their illegitimate child. Desperate to improve his own social standing, théshuoy gitl and their unborn child and attempts

to resume his grand amour with love interest number two, only to be caught by dfieepand sentenced to death for his crime. Reconstituted by director George

{ G S O8afaiithe Suf1951)6 dzA £ G 2y G KS 3 NI sfhiemaficelaniedts batad thekbBy, Getud BagtrBaNIMontgomery Cliftfrongfully accused

after his girl, Alice Tripp (played to dowdy perfection by Shelley Wintacsjdentally drownsNevertheless, George wanted her dead, andnsb K S s Péniiltivhete
moment/ f 4 iftrovert faces the same fat&lizabeth was cast as the socialite, Angela Vickemnptuously attiredin tulle by designer Edith Head and looking every
OAG GKS 3JfFY2NI 3ANI 2F KSN) é2dzi Ko O[ STGOY | Lzt A OAded(Rightlt ABhduring’18sk tfiah idéa  (
temperatures at Lake Tahp€lift and Elizabeth share a coffee while bundled in heavy coats. Elizabeth adoreddvibn§/, 61 & Y& Y@ NRGSK 8BH 6y R NA &

spoketo one another in persofor the duration of her tenure at MGM only through third party contacts.

Immediatdy following thisoutburst, Taylor was loaned to Warner Brotheras punishment, for the film adaptation of

Life With Father(1947); a delightfutlepartureF N2 Y al @ SNDa GeN} yyAOFf NBAIyd Li
F2NJ FADS Y2y teétdr,Michadl SurtiF did hisan predlicting.9f AT 60 SGK Aa (GKS Y2
AYy3ASyYydzS Jack Wanetr dédcie R® . dzi S@OSNE | dGSYLI {rdn Mayorifodz gadin ¢ |
Green Mansionsvas unsuccessful. Henceforth, afod sometime thereafter, Taylor would be preogpied on the Metro
back lot, plugged intstandard fardike Cynthiaand A Date With Judyboth in1947).

In retrospect Taylor was perhaps-sérved by these picturesasneither made an attempt to rivalhe careersetting
standards ofNational Velvet nor particularly showd off Elizabeth to her b& advantage. As example, shes
O2y UGN Olidzt £t e+2508 Al hByRthididREAwW & Ghid stddy about a sickly girl who finally becomes a
young lady despite the overbearing concerns of émbittered but dotingfather (played byGeorge Murphy).Originally a
Broadway flop (dubbedunior Messn pun and comparison to the plajunior Miss- a resounding success) the filmic
version ofCynthia nevertheless proved popular with audiences and a considerable triumph for Taylor who acquittec
herself rather nicely of the song despite her thin voitlee film also served to showcase Taylor having her first onscreen



